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i ‘ Abstract
This paper examines the effect of two types of'prompts in eliciting
a zero- or low-probability behavior in thiee Hispanic gang members.

The targeu behavior consisted of a chain o* responses bermlnatlng

Y i

in the.publication of writing and art work in a community news-
]

'letter. Baseline was at & stable zero level for all ‘three sub-.
jec;s. A general prompt was ineffective, but éhbject-specific
prompts elicited a total of 38 pages of work. The importance

"of these findings is discussed in terms of (a) the relationshlp

[

of the target behavior to violent behavior, and (b) the possible
application of the technique to increase the ut ilization of pu-o“c~

)
clinics byﬂﬂispanics. The advantages and special problems.of

A

research 1n the natural environment are discussed with respect

to this research, where uncontrolled variabvles, /'setting events,"

were’ monitored and used io explain some unexpected findings.
) Id
Este articulo examina el efecto de dos tipos de impulsos para
efectuar una conducta de probabilidad de cero or de nivel ba jo,
- . 7
ep itres miempros Hispanicos de pandillas. E1 punto de interes

~ / - . ’
consigto de una cadena de respuesias terminando con la pubMcacion
3
F

/
de escritos y itrabajos de arte en un periodico de la comunidad.
s
Le lineabasa fue estable a nivel de cero para todos los tres

v

sujetos.  uUn impulso general no fue efectivo, pero impulsos

especificos a los sugeuos efectuaron un total de treintayocho

‘paginas. La‘importanc;a de estos resultados se discute con

-
\

' ) ’ /
respecto a (a) la relacion de la conducta de interes hacia la . -

oonducta Viélenta y (b) la aplioaciéﬁ posible de' este metodo

- , : ~

. P ) )
para igyentar la utilizacien de clinicas publicas a Hispanicos.

. . 7
Los benéfic;os y los proble especlales de investigacion en

A



.

- . /
su ambiente natural se discuten con respectq a este investigacion,

donde variables que no se controlan, "sucesos del ambiente," se

examineron y se usaron para explicar algunos resuliados inesperados. \
”. » '
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:

that Hispanics behaue differently, in certain environmertts,

SR |
P3

The growth over the past twenty yeaxs in the number of ’
i

: . : &
researchers and practitioners skilled in the use of behavior

chénge techq;qhes has been_ accompanied by a proliferation of
published reports based upon such techiniques. In work with
Juvenile delinquents,’ the effegtiQeness of behavior therapy
has.been demonstrated in a yariety of settings, with various
types’of subjects, and in the modification of various target ©
behaviors (Farrington, 1979; Moxris, 1980).
Thete has been vexry little resdarch on single -subject
behavior therapy with either Hispanic delinquents or Hispanic
gang members, This lack of research is disturbing in view of
the s;rigus Hispanic gang violence ffobleﬁ,in some parts of 4r

the country. In Los Angeles County, for example, there wére

276 gang-related deaths in 1979, and 250(more through August,

1980 (Barker, 1980). Seventy to 80% of the gangs in the county
a‘re Hiépanid{ but almgst all of the gang-related .deaths are
attributable to Hispanics (Baker, 1979).

’

Siumphapzer'and his assoclates have used a behavior
analysié model to study the problem of Hispanic gang éelinquency
(Stumphauzer, Aiken, and Veloz, 1977) and non-delinquent Hispanic
youths in a high-criTe ne}ghborh9od (Aikep, Stumphaugerl and Yelogz,
1979). 'Hunsaker (19§I) has reporteé the uée o% behavior analysis
to generate appropriate behavioral ihterVentionsvwith Hispani? o~ ‘
gang delinqug&is. Non-behavioral approachés‘to the‘problem have
also been tried (Klein, 1971; Torres, 1979).

’The imﬁortance of stedying. Hispanics as a treatment group

distinct from:other ethnic groups arises from the hypothesis

<
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than do Anglo—Americans or members of other ethnic groeps.

@

There is some evidence to support this hypothzé R . &
férentiated -

Hispanlc youths can be consistently dif

- )
from Anglo youths with respect to meanings assigned to

~ ~

culturally sensltive . Qencepts (Nartlnez, 1977/, social
motives (Kagan, 1977); and field dependence-~dndependence o {
(Kagan and Buriel, 1977).7 Moore,, Garcia, Garcia, Cerda, and

»
Valenzuela‘(l978) fqpnd thay Hispanic géng members differed
- " ‘
in several respedts from gang members of other ethnlc groups.

of particular relevance to the present discussion, Hispanic ) ,
- - -
gang members were considered to be "exceptionally violent '§§ '

by law-enf ofcement offlcers black gang members a?a pr;son
A ] 4
officials" (Woore et }, 1978 D 214).» ,,

Thus, i should not be assumed that prior thavioral

research with Juvenile del;nquen s of other ethnic backgrounds

»

will necessarily generallze to Hispanic youths., A systematic

-~

replication ZHersen and Barlow, 1970) of the efficacy of ' !

behavioral techniques with this population-is called for.
: :

. - . :
" The present study examines the effectiveness of iwo -

1

iypes_of promgts'in‘éliciting a zero and low-probahiiity . e
gehsvio; in three Hisﬁanic gang members. .

%ne pfompt has beén'dessribed as "the technique of .
‘intfod?ciné a partisu¥§r stimnius in an environmental setting ' .-

-

PR ~ Y -
to increase the probability ilat a particular response will - - ,

8ccur” (Geller, Farris; and"Post, 1973, p. 367). Prompts have .

: effectively elicited or altered target- Iesponses in many

~ -

community settings, inc;uding senior citiz%n attendénce ‘at

)
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a nutritious meals program (Bunck and Iwata, l9?8), consumer

buying behavior in a supermarket (Geller, Farris, and Post l973)

elecur101ty‘bonservation (Palmer Lloyd, and Lloyd 1977); and

and R

Prompts may be especially useful w1th‘Hispanic gang members .

.’

isley, 1976).

in view of the several behgvioral deflcits exhibited by this

population, including the failure to attend school and the

failure to maintain legitimate employment. These behavioral//“

deficits are hypothesized to relate inversely to delinguent |
& .

The creative use of prompts by behavior therapists may be es-

sential in eliciting the low- or zero-probability responses

The target behavior for the present work was selected partly

because it xe

-

. needed o rectify these.behavioral deficits.

+

v

yresents an important Ttomponent in a chain of be-

haviors leading to legitimate employment, and *partly because

. of a

community need.

)

:thefts in a department store (McNees, Bgli, Marshall, Schnelle,

behavior in this population (Stumphauzer, Aiken, and Veloz, 197%) .

A recently initiated communrty newsletter

v .
solicited articles and art work for publication. Alkhough many

Hispanic y uths are, talgnted writers, poets, or artists (Hunsaker,
12\1 Moore et al., 1978), £

to pdblications offering ﬁayment for accepted materfals-

%arely if ever submit‘their works

The

fuomlssion of creative materials is an important step toward

gainful employment aé a writer or as an arfist, and such employ-

ment may in turn‘effectively prevent further delinquent behavior.

reinforcing noncriminal competing behaviors was flrst repoxted

-

The strategy:of counterconditioning delinquent-behavior by

by Schwitzgebel and Kolb (1964).

)

These workers reduced arrests

»

~

v
¥
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and months of incarceration among €h9nty delinquent boys by reward-
ing attendance at a clinic and relaﬁediﬁghavioxé.

w» Hethod } , ‘

- ’ . & -

S&€$§5g:.A privaté,‘non—profi£_f%mmunity—based organiza-
" tion' funded to prevent gang violence served as %he seiting for

\ the pfesent work. A contract with the local branch of %he
- ’

k]

federal Comvunity Services Administaetion provided\fhnds for .

<~the publication of & commurrity newslefder, and included monies
! to be paid for maferials submitted to and publie?ﬁd in the e
. f. <
newsletter by neighborhood youths. )

]
*

, BecauSe'thé setting fer this research was the natural
. ) %
» environment, Qe eXperlmenbal«control of cexrtain relevant

variables was lmmlted. For thls Ieason, spe01af attention

was given to "setting gvents,” bhose env1ronmental stimuli not

2

- immediately égsodiated (temporally nqr spatially) with the tar- \\g
get behavier (Wahler and Fox, 1981). Post-hoc interpretations
¢ «

‘of subject behaviors in terms of setting events were employed

-

to anaiyzé respons? variability. This analysis suggested

Y]

. 7’
‘directions for reducing "hidden" variabilf%y, that variability

. ¢

- not cauSed by the experimentally manipulated varlable 1tself
.« (Hersen and Barlow, 1976). NN

B Subjects: The behavior of three subjects was monitored </ .

during the experid?nt. These subjects wexe selected for study . .

because of their artistic &r W,

Subject 1. 91 was a 22-year old 'Hispanic male who had been

s

‘a gang member but was no longer actively involved at the time

\-4/r‘<of this study. * He h&d completed high schoolkxhile confined to\

-

a juxfnile detention facility, and had taken some college-level

<
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courses there as well. Heuwas not employed during this study,ibut
eatned sméll sums perrYdically b}'doing tatooes for friends: His
" mother, a welfa*F réciplent was his primary means of support.

HlS father, a herorn addict, was 1ncarcerated. Five younger

siblings, three brothers and.uwo sisters, also lived in the

o . »

home, while an older brothezs%jvéd outside the home. Sl had

used drugs regularly since the age of 16, including #nhalants,
. T, “
heroin, and phencyclidine. He had been arrested iwice as'a Juvenile,
: B :

~

A

. and one of these4arrests had resulted in his confinement té a

A}
‘juven%le detention facility for several months., Sl had pre-

viously submittled stories and poems to the publisheer a‘local,
X . 1

grass-roots newspaper, but the materials were never published, nor
. / v . .
Wwere they returned to him.

. 3

Subject. 2, S2 ¥as a 16-ye;r old Hispanic male who had
been a Qember of a local gang for two years prior to this stuay,
and was still involved during the stuéy. He -had Aropped out
of school after the ‘enth grade and was unemployed., He lived

with his mother, an oldér sister, and two younger siblings.

Hi% father was incarcerated. S2 had been arrested tbree times,

. | . .
once for attempted murder, and had served about 2 months in a

juVenile detention facility. Hls drug use wqxllimited to al-

cohol, and one of his three arrests was alcoho -related. He )

had done art work, mostly pencil sketches, for several years,

but had never submitted work for publication noxr had he ever ‘ :

b

~

expected paymept for his work.

Subject 3. S3 was an 18-year old Hispanic maleﬂ a current
gang member invsived with thg gang for about one year. He had °
*dropped out of schsol after the eleventh grade:and was\employeﬁ in

a public works p%oject\for youth (CETA). SE}lived with both his;\w

¢
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* ) A.}
parents, an older sister, and ihree younger siblingé. He had
-~ l hd ’
been arrested ance, for an alcohol-related Pffgnsé,'and had

' .

used Both alcohol and phencyclidine with regularity for fourx
years. He had done pencil sketghes for several years but had .

never submitted work for ﬁublication nor expected pa&ment for:
his work. ; ‘ . "

» Réspdnse defini;ion:.Thé target behavior,w;s defined as _ <
a "material submissidn; responsé,_wgere."material" inc%yded any
original work, written oxr pic%oria&{ that could be pﬁgi%sged

in the com;unity newsletter. The criterijon for the target
response reguired subjeFis to gubmit.mafzéials to the experi-

.

menter (E) in person. The numbez-%& pages .of submitted material -

served as-the dependent variable. Because of the relatively

’ straigh{forward meaéurement procedure, no Yeliability check

was uSed; but all submitted producis were, filed and maintained

for future reference. , ' .

'Expefiﬁental conditions: In order 1o ver;f& the stagglixy
of the baseline rate of response, subjects were asked ta'
estimate the number o% pages they had previ;usly‘Supmitted for
publication (a) during tﬁk prior year and (b) ifi their entire/
1ives. .

Prémpts ufre‘used to elicit initial responses. General
and subject-specific or "per;onalf prompts were us;d.

Phase'I (general prompt). Puring Phase I, mimeogrighed
one-page f%yef5 anﬂouncing the %éwara contingenéy Were posted
on ihe aggncy's front doof‘aéd at hfvgral‘location§ withiﬁ A
2-mile radius of ihe'ofﬁice. ?he amount of'}he.reward to be

gained by submitting work was not stated in thls announcement.
. ¢
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Phase II (subject-specific prompts). Prompté;during this

" phase differed for each subject, but always 1nvolved face-to-
\ -

face or teiephone contact in which the subJect -was made aware
of the reward to be earned b submitting wozk for the newsletter.
N . In partlcular,\the subJect spe01flc prompts involved the ;
) following stimuli for'each SUbJeCu: o ’ ¢
:Sl - Specific prompts were telephone cell§ made to.the.

/

subject at an average rate of two per week for two months.
32 - Face-to-face, verbal prompts were ‘given by S2's
agency counselor. Prompts were presented during counseling

sessions. For-ékample, the “counselor said, "Why{don't you

submit'somejor your‘dfawings to the newsletter? If you work

i

ii published, you can earn some money."

83 - Two specific promﬁ}s were given. 83 was first haéded
a fiyer bj-E which did not indicate that mdhey cedld be earned,
butﬁ;equeeged work to be submitted. Therefyas no verbal inter-
change. Two weeks latepeé second flyer, indicating‘the eﬁouhx.
of payﬁent for'work submitted ﬁ$5.00 per page) was given %o S3.
) ) Also, he was told, ?We're payiné five dollars per pagel“
- PhaseiIiI (sﬁbéect-specifiz co;tingency changes). As~
.notedfby Hersen and Barlow (1976),aone of the 51gnificant ad-
e
vantages of the single subject de51gn in clinical research is .
thelcapability of altering the de51gn of the study in response
«t0 subject behavior. -This capability was utilized in the preéeni ~
work. Either the reward contingency itself q% the amoun% of the
— - ‘rewaxd was altered in response to subject behavior for each
of the tpree,sdbjects% These changesrﬁere as fol%ows?

4 ’ S1 - The reward contingeﬂcy wae changed,from'$5.00 per °

T " page to-$5.00 per topic, regardless of the pumbér of pages.,
Q L e ‘ e * .
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This change took place afier the submisslon of a total of 26

pages, 3.5 months after the project had begun. The reason

}
“for this change is discussed below,

3 N
¥
82 - The amount af the reward was faised‘from $2.00-per

}page'to $4.00 per page after the submission of the first page.

I

S3 - The amount of the reward was raised from $5.00 per -
& .

page to $lQ.OO Per page after the submission of the first two

. pages,
t

-

. ’ . i
The changes in the amount of the reward were made in L

-

an attempt to increase the frequency of the target response.

| Other gsgcedures. Once subgects had remlttea mat erlals,

‘ they were informed tha? payment would be forthcoming. Payment

was madge by‘check,fénd checks were disbursed to subjects at i}
+

*

‘ vér;ous intervals af%er’the emission of the t®rget response,

[4
'

ranging from-one to sixty days. Most disbursements were made

within five days ef the target responge. All cheéks weXre

|3 ¢
disbursed by E, and subjects signed recelpus for each check.

-

‘Brief interviews weré oonducted with two subjects to verify

\

the eifectiveness of Yhe experimental manipdﬁatibns and-to

assess the evalpation of the project by the subjects. .

Results .

’

As indicated in Table 1 baseline responseiﬁrtes were

very low or at a stable ,2ex6 level, Although the general

prompt, was not effective in eliciting the‘iarget response,

sﬁbgect—specific prompts were effective in doing so. The -

three subjects submitted no materials during baseline nor =

o

during the general prompt conditions, ana a total of 38 pages

during the specific prompt conditton. Only S1 had previously
Sy ‘

-~

- o 12 «

N \

-
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—ektinguished.

P N
. A

submitted materials'ggr pubfication,’about“three years prior to

4

this stgdy Since his material was ﬂeVer published nor returned

to him on that occasion, his submission behavior had effectively
i
L ) J }

Although specific progpts did reliably elicit the taréet

=

-

response ‘in these subgects, there was conSiderable variability
—

g N

among the three in response rates and responSe topography (refer’

_to Figure 1). Some of the variability can be'egplained by the

applicable contingencies of reinforxcement or Dby settingievents

in the lives of sthe subjects. S P

S1 submitted his work in three batches of 7, &4, and 15
' ¢
pages over a period of three and one-half months, but stopped
subﬁitbing work after the fourth month even though specific

prompting continued for another month. This decrease in rate

*to zerp level occurred after the change in the’ reward con-

ntingeiicy and was ‘probably occasioned by it. In this respect,

the altered con{ingency served as an aversive stimulus’ which
effectively depreSSed responding to the -baseline level.

The change' in the reward contingency for‘Sl (from payment
pe; page to payment per'product, regardless of the number of
pages), was Aedessiféied when S1 admit;ed.that nost of his
third baiﬁﬁ’of work had been,plagiarized. He was therefore |,
not paid for the 15 pages included in that batch.

'ﬁﬂ% return to baseline response rate (zero) during the

]
<

second month coincided with a two-month delay in the rece £

the regard: A week after he finally received payment for his.

first batch of submittcd™materials, S1 submitted a second batch.

S1 demonstrated that the long delay between the emission of
- . % Co. . Ve,
the target behavior and the administration of the reward had

. e
. ’ .1:3 -
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been mediated by a bridging stimylus” (Favell, 1977),\a written
Q\f of the tigles of .the works he had submitted.

The interview with S1 1ndicated tbat the settlnglfvéht
"Christmas," influenceé his behavior at this tlme, sincé he '
needed. money. to. pureh%se glfts for the upcoming holiday. ‘
&—  After promptlng: S2 generally submitted ‘pages slnglg,

/
and produced at a low but cons1stent rate over the period of
[

tne“proJect; A small increase in the amount of the reward dla ~

not increase theiraue of, response by SZ but may have helped

7‘;&‘
. bo maintain 1t.

e yan

83 responded @§tér specific prompting, by sabnxutlng WO

‘.g—‘f;;\ Fea
e

pages during the’ ﬁrfihgmonth. He then sabﬂitted nothing at all

during, the sixth month. In month 7, S3 submitted six pages, .
e ° ~

but then submitﬁed’netﬁingimore for the duration of the projec .
An important setﬁgné event in this case was S3's employment ¢
status. He was eﬁp%gyec“phrouéh'month 6, became unemployed 4
during month 7, end wasq;éaib‘empioyed during months/§ through

12, Thus, *83 was most productiVe when unemployed, but rarely

emitted the target fﬁsQGﬂse when employed,

il
Condiz ioning of E to the assoclatea reward may have occurred

‘in this study, as it did in the study by Schwitzgebel and Kolb (1964).

Such conditioning wohld eXplain why#two subjects requested loans

\v . . A Y ~ ’
from E for the first time in their relationships of three years (S1)
and nine months (S3). Visits to E's office and telephone calls

to E by subjects increased during the project as well, but these

measures were not systemat cally'monitored:

-

>

~

Subject interviews:
S1 and S2 were inteiviewed. When asked why they had

originally submitted work-for puplicafion in the newsletter,

b

S

) D
5 x '
, : .
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both subJects indicated that the specific personal prompts ’
/ waqre important determinants. 4
o ,S1 said: "You (E) called me and asked me if I #anted to
submit poetry, stories} pictures on gangs foxr the newsletter,
You cailed'me agein and asked me to do a picture for the cever
i on gangs," . i "
' S2 said-; "I had nothing' else t0 do.n.I like drawing.'..it
kills time. Melanie (newsletter editox) told me to- do it, g&nie
"(counselor) got me started."
. . These interviews also resulted in the{findiﬂg that the
> . monetary reward was possibly a secondary'féctor i;‘the original
decision to submit work for publication in the nepsletter. S1
stateq,that practice of his writing and artistic skills, and
tpe public exPosure of his work, were more important than the
e ,
money, but admitted that "iha money Will help me to get the
. s;uff I need.," S2 claimed that ge was not aware that he would
receive payment for his work, until after he had submitted tpe

~
firss/picture.

Discussion

¢ Y

" Subject~specific verbal prompts, th in person and by
telephone, were ciearly effective in eliciting the low- or

zerb;p}obebility;target response. A general written prompt,
in the form of a flyer posted pﬁ;oézi the community, was in-
effective in eliciting the response-(there was one drawing
submitted in response to the general prompt). \

' The importanee of this find}ng can be assessed with re-
spect to at least iwo related pfeblems. JThe first is the dis-
inclination of Hispanic gang members to visit community or

8 ' public agencies, even when such agencies offexr services useful

ERIC © 15
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to them (Klein, 1971) Tnelsecond is the underutilization of
mental health clinics, .and possibly “of many types of public
agepcies, by Hispanic% generally (Keefe, 1979). Im the present
' study, because the reward.Was contingent upon a chain of. be-
haviors which included office contact with E, subjects con-
sistently appeared in‘person at the agency. Such a prompt-
, reinforcement techniqﬁe mai prove effective in increasiné
'agency attendance by Hispanic gang members, and may effective-

ly increase mental health utilization by Hispanics generally.
) . Because of t?e small homogeneous sample (considered as
three single—subgect replications), conclusions regarding the
extent - the prompting eifect are tentabive. The effect may
be restricted to the Hispanic gang member, as in the present
work to Hispanics generally; or it may applx,to subjects
generally without respect to etnnic oackérouna.
The Hispanic cultural phegomenon of pgrsonalismo pnay e
related to the effectiVeness of- personal prompis found in the
‘ present work. Gasavantes (l97é) notes that, "personalismo
frmplies that interpersonal relationships of significance are
formed on the baSis oi,personal attributes" (p. 160) Thus,
prompts were not;effective until they were personalized, sug-
gesting & possible relationsnip between subject oehavior and
.. )
this cultural rﬁc;or. -
It is nogeworthy that this study took place in the natural
.environment, since most previpus studies on behavior change

with delinquents*have taken’ place in institutional or clinical

settings. As Ptumphauzer (198l) notes, "The natural environment .

‘~ of delinquent behavior - the home, the school, the park, the




»

" I

/ fstgeet corner, the store - this. is where behavior thefapy with

-

. ‘ b )
delinquents gan flourish" (p. 14).

The advanhtages of studying behavior in the naﬁyral envirorment

- R ., 7 -
were counterbalanced in this study by;}he disadvantage of un-

controlled variables, For exa?ple, because there was limited
? - ‘ / ® >
direct control over project funds within the agency, it was

. ;s .

difficult to control the length of delay betiween-the targe:

tehavior and the positive' consequence. The delay period there-
- X

fore varied unsystemitically.

-

Another source og.umontrolled variation occurred in
1

setting evefits, "environment inveractions that potentially
£

influénce behavior," but are more complex and more tempexally '

distant than the immediate antecedents and consequences oIl

A behaviors (Wahler anf Fox, 1981, p. 328). A close examination

of +he respons% patterns of the three subjecis, and .interviews
v - V -
with two stbjects, indicated that the present need for money

. 2 ’ ’ i

) \
influenced target responsivness. The money~depgived subject
-~ . ‘\ .

was gore likely to suhgit material fhan the subject not so-.s+ , ¥

~
deprived. With S1, the setting gvent, "Christmas," created
a special heed for money. Similjéﬁyglwith 53, unemployment
) . .
created a need ij?money;'upon re-employment, S3 ceaced to

¥

" emit the target response. This, as Wahler and Fox (1981) e

have syggeéﬁ@ﬁﬁwﬁ,descriptive analysis of settiing events helbs

’

to explain behavior changés'which otherwise appear to be in

conflict with learning principles. ‘ ,

.

*The behavior of Sl in submitting plagiarized material was

similar to other.deviant behaviors in the natural environment,

-

especially t0 "cheating" in a classroom situation. In the

° -

~ | 17 :
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classroom students obtain rewards by presenting a pehavloral. .

3 . :
product, ‘but the full repertoire of behavior leading to the N /

L4
product is not often monitored nor observed. The produci

«

itself serves as the criterion for the pesitive conseéuence. o ) oo
. In the present study, "cheating" resulted from similar.

environmental stimuli. Cheating may have been inadvertently -

reinforced, but the plagiarism was immediately discovered.

In_tpe school setting, cheating is oftén_rewarded because re-
-, R . & -
wards axre based on behavioral products alone (e.g., homework '

" . N (
assignments, take-homektests), while behavioral processes are

not closely monitored. Where behavioral processes cannot be

. £ ¢
conveniently observed, behavioral products must be closely

examined in order to prevent the reinforcement of cheating., s

~

The framework of the present study can serve future researchers
sthdying cheating beﬁavior. b
To limit cheating in the present study, the reward .

contingency for Sl was pltered such that payment was made for
‘ )

separate themes rather,%ﬁan for geparate.pages. ?his altera-

tion served as an avérsive,éﬁimulus for'S1l, and was presented

immediately after a target respoﬁ;e. Thereafter, even with.

fufther promptiﬁg, S1 emi£ted no target responseé. Thé analogy F;::§

\

to the public sc£ooi setting is again instructive. Mid-program
. ] . ,
contingency alterations to prevent chéatf%g or,in oxder to - L
change other studgnt behaviors may extinguish a desirable .
target response if ;argfhl attention is not paid to the nature ' )
of.fhe alﬁeration./
Althoggh thiéAstudy was perforxged in the natural environment

» .
where some sources of variation were uncontrol the effect ., ~

of subject-specific progpts on the elicitatipn of the target

- 18 g "
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

3

¥

response was clear and stable for all three subjects.

Additional
. ’

research is needed with subjects of other ethnit batkgrounds 1

determine whether or not the effect is culture-specific. Further

research is needed also to clarify the relﬂati'onship between .

»

setting evehts and contingency changes, on the one hand, and

v

the prompiing-reinforcement technique, on the other.
' .

Y
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Table 1
o ’ Number of Pages Submitted for Publication
. ‘During Baselind.and Two Prompt Conditions
‘ -~
\ ¥
T . 11 \
Condition
-~ \ ) -
Subject Baseline lé Baseline 2P General Prompt Specific Prompt
1 5° o 0 26
. L8
2 0 0 0 5
30 0 £ 0 o0 * 8 -
-
e 7 1 ~
‘aLifetime up %o one year prior to this ‘'study.
1 + \ .
DYear pwdor to this study. ' T
3
T ' oL ' / .
\ L4
~\ -« . '
,— L3
r . ~
‘ 4
] \ - oo ,
% - ;\
.
i 0= '
e
, 23
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